


The Symbols Of Nationhood

There can be no doubt that this type of publication is most appropriate for any young
nation. The established symbols of nationhood represent the very fabric upon which any
sovereign country lays claim to its status in the world. How these symbols are known
and revered by a nation's own citizens provide the basis for respect by other peoples
and other nations of the world.

Knowledge of these symbols is not yet general or traditional. Because we are a
comparatively young nation - a mere ten years amongst the decades and centuries of
others - it is necessary that we make special efforts in educating our nationals on some
of the key symbols of nationhood: how they originated, what they represent and how
they should be attended not only on special occasions but in ordinary everyday life.

In this education, this publication will be immensely useful. It is a very comprehensive
study of all the important symbols of nationhood, from the office of the President, the
Mace and the National Anthem, to the Flag, the Pledge and the National Bird. What
they mean, how and when their use is appropriate and the protocol to be followed, are
all very well documented in this book, and done so in a very readable and very pleasing
style.

No doubt, it will be used a great deal in the schools. It should be part of any curriculum
that is geared at developing our civic responsibility. But more than that, the information
in this book should become familiar to the average Dominican, of any age.

I urge all our countrymen to partake in the richness of civil education herein
contained. It will improve knowledge in an important area of nation-building, but even
more significant, develop even further pride in our country to an extreme never felt
possible.

I must acknowledge with grateful thanks the contribution made by His Excellency the
President, and the other Members of the Dominica National Emblems Committee for
their cooperation in preparing this excellent publication. The work was undertaken in
response to a request made by the Core Committee for the Year of Reunion 88, to mark
the occasion.

H.A. Alexander
Minister for Community Development
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Since achieving Independence, Dominica and all its people are attracting
international attention and world leaders, celebrities and many dignitaries from
near and far, visit us regularly.

Independence connotes added responsibility, and a disciplined society will
produce men and women who respect themselves and therefore respect others,
and stand up for what is right, true and noble.

We all must be prepared to play our part in the development of our Country.
We must all try to build a new worthy image, a new Nation of which we can be
justly proud, and of which we can boast about with heads held high. To do so we
all must be disciplined and know how to act with poise and dignity on all
occasions.

With these thoughts in mind, The Dominica National Emblems Committee
has, at the request of the Minister for Community Development, Social Mfairs
and Housing, who is responsible for the subject of National Emblems, prepared
this booklet for the benefit of all those interested in our National Symbols and
Emblems.

······-·7-_._ ...~
.-

Sir.~late"nce Seignoret
President
and
Chairman, Dominica National Emblems Committee

President's Office
Morne Bruce
3rd October, 1988.
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Every nation has a constant need for potent
symbols which can represent in the minds of its
citizens, what it stands for.

And every nation of any importance has had
some image which identifies it not only for its
own citizens but serves to give the whole world
an essence of what the nation represents.

During the past twenty years, and increasingly
during the more recent past, successive
Governments have been looking closely at their
public relations - "What sort of front are we
presenting?" is the question asked.

This image should be something full of life,
pulsating with the vigour of achievement and
dynamic growth. How people think about us
should be highly important to Dominicans,
whatever our individual roles may be.

Every country, big or small, has an image. It is
the sum total of all the bits of information about
the Country reaching the public and the world at
large. The Country's basic philosophy has to be
projected, and a desirable image cannot be
imposed upon the public by shouting about its
merits. It is something to be built from the inside
out taking note of those things which are
necessary to any constructive effort-truthfulness,
meaningfulness and credibility.

It cannot be said too often that in this field,
little things count. Individuals as well as
Governments are judged by their behaviour, not
in great crises, but in the minor adjustments of
daily life. It is the personal experience of people
with Government officials at all levels, that is of
paramount importance in image building.

After ten years of Independence we are faced
with the task of getting our emblems into proper
use so as to enhance our efforts at image building.
It seems that an emblem iswasted unless it is used
whenever the State meets the public.
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Rules are necessary to promote an awareness
of, and pride in our emblems at all times and in
all situations so as to emphasize the peculiar
charm, beauty and uniqueness of the Country.
The effect should be like a symphony orchestra
inwhich dozens of instruments, each with its own
range, capabilities and touch qualities, combine
to produce a single musical "image."

What we are building is not just for this year,
but something that will last and will serve the
Country powerfully as long as Dominica endures.

Developing a good image with the help and use
of our National Emblems needs all the human
understanding of which we are capable, and
applied to every facet of it.

A starting point is to make a decision as to
what kind of image we want. This may seem like
a platitude, but it is surprising how few people
have more than a hazy idea.

In Dominica, we have had to take thought and
create our symbols, hoping that they would in
time come to have the deepest significance for
the people of this Country. Our visual symbols
were carefully worked out not only to conform to
aesthetic principles but also to reflect the living
form and texture of our Island.

THE OFFICE OF PRESIDENT·
SYMBOLISM OF

Section 18of the Dominica Constitution Order
1978, establishes the office of President. He is
elected by the House of Assembly and holds
office for a term of five years. He may serve two
terms only.

The President has such functions as are
prescribed by the Constitution and such
additional functions (if any) as may be precribed
by Parliament, provided that no such additional
functions shall be conferredupon him without his
consent signified by writing under his hand
addressed to the Speaker.
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The Constitution distinguishes two classes of
situations - the normal, in which the President is
expressly required to act on advice, and the
exceptional, in which he is expressly required or
empowered to act in his own deliberate
judgement.

The President has a right to be kept informed
and where appropriate provides a "harmonious
link between different forces in society."

Section 29 of the Constitution provides that
"There shall be a Parliament of Dominica which
shall consist of the President and House of
Assembly".

The President is part of Parliament but does
not normally sit in Parliament, following a long
standing convention based on the Westminster
Model of Government.

Section 58(1) reads: "The Executive Authority
of Dominica is vested in the President," and
subject to the provisions of the Constitution, this
executive authority may be exercised by the
President either directly or through officers
subordinate to him.

The President who is also Head of State must
at all times be regarded as a symbol of Unity, and
as a focus for patriotism. He serves as an
impartial and unifying symbol of Government.
He should be regarded as the Heart, the Soul and
the Conscience of the Nation.

An authority on Constitutional Law has
commented: "Government is not merely a matter
of cold reason and complicated policies and
arguments. Few of us are such stern realists that
we cannot be affected by emotion." It is mainly
for this reason that some countries adorn their
Heads of State with elaborate regalia for use on
special ceremonial occasions.

It is true to say that every Sovereign State needs
a "Head of State". There is need for some symbol
of unity and a focus for patriotism. All countries
need to provide for continuity beyond the life of
successive party Governments. The State
functions more intelligibly if it is personified.

Heads of State relate with other Heads of
State. It goes without saying that as Head of State,
the President is responsible for maintaining the
dignity of the office. He and his spouse are
entitled to certain privileges and courtesies. He
commands the right of precedence in all
circumstances, and only he can have the authority
to waive this in certain circumstances, usually as
a courtesy to the visiting head of another State. It
is of importance to note that certain strict rules
as such have evolved particularly in connection
with his public activities and public apearances.

The President fulfils a busy schedule and his
effectiveness must of necessity depend on his
health, experience, qualifications and
temperament. He is expected to perform an
active role in the affairs of society. He must be
easily amenable to all, and adjustable to
surroundings and circumstances.

The Office of President is above the individual
and it is the office which commands the first and
greatest respect. Whoever inherits the
President's mantle inherits the dignity that goes
with it, a dignity that must be unfailingly
maintained, and enhanced at every opportunity.
For the exaltation of the President is quite
deliberate as it is symbolic of the reputation and
respectability of the Nation.

Whilst any person holds the office or is acting
as President,no crimminal proceedings shall be
instituted or continued against him in respect of
anything done or omitted to be done by him,
either in his official capacity or in his private
capacity, and no civil proceedings shall be
instituted or continued in respect of which relief
is claimed against him in respect of anything done
in his private capacity.

The President should not participate in any
social relaxation which might involve a lessening
of the traditional respect of the office. The
self-imposed restraints are strict. But this is the
inevitable lot of the holder of the office which is
held in such high regard.







(2) The central emblem presents the National
Bird of Dominica, the Sisserou parrot, also a
symbol of flight toward greater heights and
fulfilment of aspiration. The Parrot also comes
from the Dominica Coat of Arms, thus
symbolising the official Seal of the country.

(3) The ten lime green stars - the traditional
symbol of hope - represent the ten parishes of the
country, each with equal status, thus the equality
of our people. The red central emblem
symbolises Dominica's commitment to social
justice.

(4) The yellow, black and white stripes from a
triple coloured cross representing the Trinity of
God. The cross itself demonstrates belief in God
since the Commonwealth of Dominica is
founded upon the principles that acknowledge
the supremacy of God.

(5) The yellow stripe represents the sunshine
of our land, our main agricultural produce: Citrus
and Bananas; and is also a symbol of the Carib
and Arawak people, the first inhabitants of the
Island.

(6) The White stripe represents the clarity of
our rivers and waterfalls and the purity of
aspiration of our people.

(7) The black stripe represents the rich black
soil of our island on which our agriculture is
based as well as our African heritage.

(8) The general background of dark green
symbolises our rich verdant forest and the
general lushness of the island.

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM
(Isle of Beauty)

As a symbol of nationhood, the National
Anthem takes its place beside the National Flag.
Many Dominicans remember the pre- eminence
given to "God Save the Queen", the British
National Anthem. All self-respecting citizens
within hearing stand in silence, with heads bared,
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where appropriate, while the National Anthem is
being rendered, on ceremonial and official
occasions. Only a degenerate would dream of
showing disrespect to his/her own Flag or
National Anthem since by doing so he/she would
be severing the one link that exists between
himself and every other national. It is expected
that every citizen will treat our National Anthem
with the same respect and patriotism as is shown
to theirs by other nationals throughout the
civilised world.

The Dominica National Anthem, popularly
referred to as "The Isle of Beauty" was retained
on achieving Independence; during the period
proceeding Associated Statehood with Britian,
it was referred to as the National Song. The words
were composed by the late Reverened W.O.M.
Pond and put to music by L.M. Chrisitan; they
who were both subsequently honoured.

On ceremonial occasions the National Anthem
should be rendered on the arrival of the
President as a sign of respect.

It is important to note that the National
Anthem should never be parodied in verse or in
song, neither should it be played in any tempo
other than the officially recognised one.
Particularly, the tune should never be played as
a dance number, or for the purpose of
advertisement.

In some countries, including the Caribbean,
persons who contravene or fail to comply with
regulations in this regard are guilty of an offence
and are liable on summary conviction to a fine or
imprisonment.

There should be no objections to the use of the
National Anthem at the completion of any public
function, or when toasts are proposed at official
functions.
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1.
Isle of beauty, Isle of
splendour,
Isle to all so sweet and fair,
All must surely gaze In wonder,
At thy gifts so rich and rare,
Rivers, valleys, hills and
mountains,
All these gifts we do extol,
Healthy lands so like all
fountains,
Giving cheer that warms the
soul.
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2.
Dominica God hath blest thee,
With a clime benign and bright,
Pastures green and flow'rs of
beauty,
Filling all with pure delight,
And a people strong and
healthy,
Full of Godly reverent fear,
May we ever seek to praise
thee,
For these gifts so rich and rare.

Of this Gem beyond compare,
Strive for honour sons and
daughters, I
Do the right be firm be fair, (
Toll with hearts and hands and -
voices, t-
We must prosperi Sound the -
call,
In which everyone rejoices,
"All for Each and Each for All". -
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THE MACE OF THE HOUSE OF
ASSEMBLY

The mace, topped by a Sisserou Parrot in flight was
carved from local wood by craftsman Martin Allen for

Independence in 1978

The mace given to the Dominica House of Assembly in
1771, is one afthe oldest in the West Indies

Reference must be made to the Mace of the
House of Assembly which also features the
National Bird in full flight. It is above all a symbol
of parliamentary dignity, which embraces the
authority of the President, the House, the
Speaker and some authorities include the
Sergeant-at-Arms. But Symbol is the operative
word, for the mace must adjust itself to
Parliament, not Parliament to the Mace.

The use of the Mace in Dominica dated back
to the eighteenth century. In the "Dominica
Story" by Lennox Honychurch it is stated that in
1771 the Governor presented the House of
Assembly with an ornate silver mace - the
ceremonial staff representing the authority and
symbol of the monarch during sessions of the
House. This two hundred year old mace was used
until 1978, when a replacement carved from
Dominica's wood was adopted by the House of
Assembly on the night of the island's
independence from Britain.

This new wooden mace, an exquisite work of
art, is topped by a Sisserou parrot in full flight,
carved by craftsman Martin Allen.

It cannot be denied that the Mace has come to
be regarded as an essential feature of
parliamentary furniture, and the convention has
become established that no formal proceedings
in the "House" can be conducted without it.

NATIONAL HONOURS FOR
MERITORIOUS SERVICE

On October 30, 1967, the Meritorious Service
Honours Act, 1976 (Act No.84 of 1967), was
gazetted, providing for the conferring of
Honours on persons who have rendered Setvice
to the Commonwealth of Dominica. The Act was
amended by:-

(i) The Meritorious Service Honours
(Amendment) Regulations 1969, (S.R.O. No.1
of 1969);

(ii) The Meritorious Service Honours
(Amendment) Act, 1975, (Act No. 10 of 1975);

and

(iii) The Meritorious Service Honours
(Amendment) Act, 1983, (Act No. 31 of 1983)

It is important for every newly independent
state to develop a body of customs and traditions
which will become part of the historical heritage
of the Country, and with which its citizens are
able to indentify. For this reason we find National
Flags, Coats of Arms, National Flowers, National
Anthems, National Birds, National Trees and
other distinctive emblems.

Related to this is the need for a National
Honours system to accord recognition to those
deserving citizens and others whose
contributions help enrich the lives of their
contemporaries and add glory to their country.

The following awards for Meritorious service
to the Country may currently be conferred on
persons resident in Dominica and elsewhere:-

(i) The Dominica Award of Honour;

(ii) The Sisserou Award of Honour;

(Hi)The Meritorious Service Award;
(iv) The Service Medal of Honour;
(v) The Long Service Medal.
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