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My Fellow Citizens, and Residents,

Today, as we mark 47 years of Independence, we do so with hearts full of pride and
gratitude - for our past, our progress, and the enduring purpose that binds us together as
a people.

Our theme this year, "47 Years of Progress and Purpose," reminds us that our journey
as an independent nation has been one of steady growth, deep resilience, and unwavering
commitment to building a just and prosperous society for all.

When the flag of the Commonwealth of Dominica was first raised on November 3rd, 1978,
it signaled more than the end of colonial rule. It marked the beginning of our sovereign
story - a story written by the strength, spirit, and determination of our people.

Independence is not merely the absence of foreign rule; it is the presence of national
responsibility. It is the freedom to decide, to dream, and to do - not only for ourselves but
for generations to come. And it is in this responsibility that we discover our true strength
as a nation.

Over the past 47 years, we have weathered many storms. Yet, on every occasion, we
have risen with greater resolve. We have built roads and schools, resilient homes, major
international hotels, advanced healthcare, agriculture and tourism, nurtured talent, and
have also focused on the many windows of opportunities to be derived from
transformative initiatives such as the digital economy, green energy, a yacht marina and
an international airport. We have preserved our natural beauty and our cultural richness
- treasures that make Dominica the gem of the Caribbean. We are not yet where we want
to be, but we are not where we started. And that is cause for both pride and renewed
purpose.



My fellow citizens, and residents, progress must always be partnered with purpose. As
we look ahead, we must ask ourselves: What kind of nation do we wish to become? What
legacy do we wish to leave?

If we are to truly fulfill the promise of our independence, we must adopt a collective
attitude of:

1) Active citizenship, where each Dominican understands their role in nation-
building, not just in times of crisis, but in the everyday choices we make;

2) Unity of purpose, where we put aside division and stand together for the good of
our country; and

3) Hopeful determination, where we approach challenges not with despair, but with
creativity, courage, and confidence.

Let us reject the mindset that progress is someone else’s job. Let us remember that every
citizen- whether in the public or private sector, at home or abroad- has a part to play in
building the Dominica we envision.

To our youth:
You are not only the leaders of tomorrow, but the changemakers of today.

To our elders:
Your wisdom continues to guide us.

To all Dominicans:
Know that your contribution matters. Your voice, your vote, your values - all shape
the future of our nation.

As we celebrate this 47th Anniversary, let us do so with joy, but also with purpose. Let us
honour our independence not only with flags and music, but with action, compassion, and
shared responsibility.

At the same time, we must recognize that our journey has not been without trials. We are
a small island nation that has faced the devastating impacts of climate change and natural
disasters. Today, we remain in the heart of the hurricane season - a sobering reminder of
our vulnerability.

Let us therefore pause, as a people of faith, to pray for God’s continued protection over
our beloved Dominica. Let us also renew our commitment to preparedness, community
support, and environmental stewardship, knowing that resilience is built not only through
policy, but through solidarity.



And to those who have travelled from near and far to celebrate with us - whether returning
home from the diaspora or visiting our shores for the first time - we welcome you with
open arms and hearts. Your presence brings added joy and colour to this season, and we
thank you for choosing to be part of this special time in our national life. May your stay be
meaningful and filled with the warmth of Dominican hospitality.

May our beloved Dominica continue to shine as a beacon of resilience, unity, and peace.

| pray that God Almighty bless you, and continue to bless and protect the Commonwealth
of Dominica.

Do have a safe and joyful Independence Season.



