2025 CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM
HER EXCELLENCY SYLVANIE BURTON, DAH,
PRESIDENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF DOMINICA

*k%

My Fellow Citizens and Residents,

It is always a great pleasure and honour to address you on the wonderful
occasion of the celebration of the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. As
we gather to celebrate this blessed Christmas season, I extend warm greetings
to every resident of our beloved nation. This is a time filled with joy, reflection,
and gratitude - a season that reminds us of the power of hope and the beauty of
togetherness.

The celebration of the Christmas season also reminds us of the greatest gift ever
given to mankind - our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. In His birth, we received
hope; in His life, we were shown the way of love and service; and through His
sacrifice, we gained the promise of eternal life.

The message of Christmas is one of light shining in the midst of darkness, of
peace triumphing over fear, and of love uniting all people. As Dominicans, we
have faced many challenges yet, like the guiding star over Bethlehem, the birth
of Christ reminds us that God’s light continues to lead us forward with hope and
courage.

This season calls us not only to reflect on the love of God but also to share that
love with one another through acts of kindness, compassion, and generosity. Let
us strengthen the bonds of unity as one people, committed to building a brighter,
more resilient future for our beloved nation.

Christmas also offers us a precious opportunity to pause from the busyness of
life and spend meaningful time with our friends, our families, and all those we
hold dear. Let us cherish these moments, strengthen our bonds, and share the
love and generosity that are at the heart of this season.

As we celebrate, I ask that we also remember those among us who are unable to
be part of the festivities. Let us reach out to the sick, the shut-ins, the homeless,
the elderly, and those who may be experiencing loneliness or hardship. A simple



visit, a kind word, or a thoughtful gesture can bring comfort and remind them
that they are not forgotten.

We must also extend our heartfelt appreciation to the men and women who
continue to serve our nation throughout the holidays - those in essential and
emergency services, our healthcare workers, security forces, and all who keep
our communities safe and functioning while many of us are at home with our
families. Their dedication and sacrifice reflect the very spirit of Christmas.

As we bid farewell to the past year and welcome a new one, we reflect on our
journey together - the challenges we have faced, the victories we have celebrated,
and the lessons we have learned. Every trial has strengthened our resolve, and
every achievement has reminded us of the resilience, unity, and spirit of the
Dominican people.

The New Year brings with it renewed hope, fresh opportunities, and the promise
of growth for our nation and for each of us individually. Let us enter this New
Year with gratitude for God’s guidance, with courage to face the unknown, and
with determination to work together for the progress and prosperity of our
beloved Commonwealth.

May this New Year be filled with peace in our homes, joy in our hearts, and unity
across our communities. Together, let us continue to build a nation that reflects
the dreams, values, and enduring spirit of every Dominican.

On behalf of my husband Gilbert, the other members of my family, and myself,
I wish each and every one of you a safe, peaceful, and Merry Christmas, and a
Happy New Year.

May God bless you, and may God bless the Commonwealth of Dominica.

I thank you.



